
Leeds Welfare Fightback:
against sanctions, benefit cuts

and work misery
- benefits sanctioned?

- forced to work for benefits?

- refused ESA or put in wrong group?

- affected by the bedroom tax or cuts in 
local housing allowance?

- in low-paid, insecure work and still 
need to claim benefits?

Join us to demand an end to these disgusting
attacks on the poorest and least powerful in

society.

   Better welfare – better for everyone
Benefit cuts and sanctions against JSA and ESA 
claimants bring debt, hunger, sickness, homelessness 
and despair. They makes us all poorer by increasing the 
spread of exploitative working conditions.  Far from 
“saving money”, this means massive public subsidies to 
rich employers, replacing proper wages with in-work 
benefits. It means all of us having less control over our 
work and our lives.

If you think this is wrong – join us! 
Find Leeds Welfare Fightback on Facebook
Email leedsagainstsanctions@gmail.com

Phone/text 07930 966205.
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Welfare Reform Bill 2015 - How will it 
affect you?

The overall household benefit cap will be reduced to £23,000 in 
Greater London (£15,410 for single people) and £20,000 (£13,400 
for single people) in the rest of the country, to be phased in from 
April 2016. Some families will lose up to £6,000 a year, and  
rents will become unaffordable.

Most working-age benefits and tax credits to be frozen at 2015-16 
rates for four years. 13 million families will lose £260 a year 
on average. 7.4 million of these are in work, losing £280 a 
year on average. 

Child element in tax credits and UC to be limited to 2 children for 
new claims and births after April 2017. Family element in tax 
credits and UC to be abolished for new claims from 2017. A family 
with 3 children will lose £3325 (£64 per week) from their 
maximum child tax credit entitlement as a result of these 
combined measures.

ESA for claimants in the Work Related Activities Group to be 
reduced to JSA rates for new claims from April 2017.  Affected 
claimants including many long-term sick and disabled will 
receive up to £1,500 a year less than under current rules. 

For single parents, the bill reduces the age thresholds preparation 
to 2, and for full work-related requirements to 3, leaving 
thousands more parents of young children vulnerable to 
job-centre harassment and benefit sanctions.

Social housing rents will be reduced by 1% each year up to 2020. 
This will not help benefit claimants (including most who are 
in work), but by reducing  social landlords' rental income is 
likely to mean that 14,000 fewer affordable homes will be 
built over the period. This is in addition to the loss of social 
housing through enforced sell-offs. Add to this the above 
cuts to household income, removal of Housing Benefit 
entitlement from most under-21s and the continuing 
scourge of the bedroom tax, and the result will be a huge 
rise in evictions and in homelessness amongst both single 
people (especially the young) and families with children.
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