
Axe the bedroom tax!!
Decent homes for all!

No to welfare cuts!
Since the bedroom tax was introduced in April 2013, we have seen thousands of households 
falling into debt. People have been cutting down on food and doing without fuel and other 
essentials, all because they are terrified of losing the roof over their head.  Many have been 
forced into the squalid private rented sector where rents are high and tenancy rights virtually 
non-existant.  Some of the worst affected have been carers and people with disabilities

Here in Leeds, thousands have been forced to move, to go cold and hungry, been bullied and 
harassed by housing officers, taken to court and forced to pay arrears AND court costs. The 
announcement of a £40 million cut to the budget for Discretionary Housing Payments in 
January of this year means things could get much worse if we don't fight back.  

The bedroom tax is just one part of a massive attack on our rights to security and a decent 
standard of living. Our benefits, our public services and our homes are all under threat, whilst 
thousands are forced into low/unpaid work.  

We reject the scapegoating of the disabled, of migrants, of parents and carers and the 
unemployed. We all need welfare, and we demand a decent quality of life for everyone.

We demand:
• No Eviction for Bedroom Tax arrears; arrears written off
• the Bedroom Tax scrapped and tenants compensated

The New Tory Government 
Many hoped that we'd have seen the back of the bedroom tax by now.  Sadly we've got a Tory 
government more determined than ever to drive the poorest and most vulnerable into penury.  But 
Hands Off Our Homes says it's not time to despair but time to renew our fight against this evil tax. 
The Government's threat of an additional 12 billion worth of cuts to welfare is already sparking a tide 
of anger, as we're now witnessing in the many street protests that are happening around the country. 
A renewed campaign against the bedroom tax and wider attacks on social housing has to be at the 
heart of this new movement.       

Join us at our monthly meetings to build the fightback (we'll pay your fare if 
needed) - or give us a ring or email to see how you can get involved. 

Call/text 07504017322, email handsoffourhomes@gmail.com

Website www.handsoffourhomes.org.uk

Facebook: Hands Off Our Homes

Meetings every first Wednesday of the month at the UNISON office, 160a 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds LS2 9EN

mailto:handsoffourhomes@gmail.com


The New Tory Onslaught on Housing 
Another five years of Tory government was the last thing any of us needed, least of all social housing 
tenants or those struggling to place a roof over their heads.  Listed below are some of the most 
imminent of the Government's attacks on social housing announced in this year's  budget

Under 21s to lose entitlement to Housing Benefit
David Cameron's scheme to bar childless 18-21 year olds from housing benefit is likely to hit nearly 
20,000 young people, according to the homeless charity, Shelter.  These will be some of the most 
vulnerable people in society, including those fleeing domestic violence.  Homelessness has already 
increased by 26% since 2010 when the Con-Dems took office.  Now we can expect to see even more 
sleeping in the streets and doorways of Leeds. 

Social housing – sale of the century!
Not content with forcing families into poverty and swelling the ranks of  the homeless, the government 
now aim to compound this crisis by hammering a nail into what remains of our social housing stock - 
the budget unveiled new government plans to extend the Right To Buy to 1.3 million housing 
association tenants.  Discounts of up to 70% will now be available, in line with discounts introduced for 
council tenants in 2012.  If this in itself wasn't bad enough, local authorities will be obliged to fund 
these discounts through the sell off of their most valuable council houses. 

The Government is making hollow promises that it will use sales receipts to replace this council 
stock on a one-for-one basis – but don't be fooled.  Similar promises were made when it introduced 
discounts for council homes in 2012 - to date, barely 1 in 10 have been replaced.  Furthermore, it's 
more than likely that housing association homes will share the same fate as sold off council stock, 
where about 37% ended up in the hands of private landlords, charging unaffordable market rents.  
Private rents in the UK are already sky-rocketing - a momentum fuelled by the shortage of genuinely 
affordable homes.  Selling off more social housing can only turn a housing crisis into a housing disaster.  

Pay to stay  
Social housing tenants with household incomes of £30,000 and above will be required to pay 'near 
market rents' to stay in their homes.  This is a ridiculously low figure, which will hit an estimated 
340,000 households earning marginally more than the newly introduced 'Living Wage.'  Many, who 
were once able to pay rents independently will now have to depend on housing benefit.  Life tenancies 
are also to be reviewed, suggesting that those earning above a certain level could be forced out of their
homes altogether.       

LHA freeze  
Private rented tenants are already struggling, with 39% of working tenants currently in receipt of Local 
Housing Allowance.  Now LHA rates are to be frozen for four years.  This will drive many into 
homelessness or poverty as rents continue to rise.  Increasingly, private renting will be ruled out as an 
option for those out of work or on low incomes in many parts of the country.   .  

Benefit caps
So far the benefit cap has mainly affected families in London, where property prices sore.  Nevertheless
424 Leeds families were affected, with an average loss of £64 per week after its introduction in August 
2013.  Plans to reduce the benefit cap further from its current level of £26,000 to £20,000 will hit a 
considerably larger number of  Leeds families, effectively pricing many out of their homes.  Those 
forced out of the private rented sector, unable to top up their rents from the remainder of their 
benefits, could easily find themselves in emergency accommodation, swelling the current waiting lists 
for adequate social housing.  


